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any ſhare or —_ of Wiſdom and Goalineſse:. He wk 
| Metaphylicks 10 a Boar, or Preach as it '#/ 


To the Regular Sons of the Church of 
E NG L eA XN D. 


TT #& our hard Fate to have ſuch Enemies, whoſe very 
[| Effence # Calumny, end their Zeal excluſive of 

> Chriſtian Charity and cbramon Civility tw all 
wen of differing Perſwaſians : They regard not either 
Law, & Goſpel, Antiquity, Reaſon, or Experience, if 
oppoſite to their darling Notions avd Opinions; Ter 
the ſame men arrogamiy ſeek to impoſe upon this 'beſt of 
Reformed Churches, and Storm with Indignation if her 
Sav and Members do not preſently accept their rude noiſe, 
impertinent clamour, ad irrational Confidence,, 
as ſufficient demonſtrations againſt Her Primitive De- 
Arines, pure Devotions, and regular Conſtitutions : So 
reat their Spiritual Pride, ( a Sin inſeparable: from 
ach as fiudy Novelties ) they allow uot the leaſt diſſenters 
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= Rerable Bede w the Rocks, ſhall as much prevail as: 
' wpon a Saint of thelaſt Edition by. Scripture, or ratis- 
nal Arguments : Even an Ox will reliſh the tender fleſh 
of Kids with as much appetite and guſt, as one of theſe 
new Chriſtians the Primitive rags and Holinef. Nor 
is it tobe admired, that theſe-men who have made Bank- 
rupt of their Allegiance, -_ we; of ſetting up a 
quicker Trade for Religion, ſhould affed ſcruples and 
difſatisfactions, and rather renounce their own Eſſence, 
than yield up arotten cauſe upon the greateſt pregnancy of 
Reaſon and Evidence, The Wolf inthe Fall that was 
put to School 10 learnto. ſpell, could never make any thing 
of his Letters but only Agnus, all the laſhing in the world 
could bring him to nthing.elſe, and his Stomack was pro- 
portionably nice and tender with theſe Gentlemens Conſcien- 
ces: Iris the humor of this frantick Herd to affef a 
refratlory ſallenneſs, and glory in an inflexible [tiflneſs; 
you may-as eaſily remove Mountains as abate their Inſo- 
lence, they have- an undaunted ſhameleſs Brow, you 
fhall never convince them-by the cleareſt Demonſtrations, 
When this ſtubborn Crew. are ſo miſerably baffled,” that 
they have no Evaſioms, Retreats or ſubterfuges; when the 
ſharpneſs of Truth fo far afflids them, that they are. 
brought to that ſlreſs a; to have no refuge in Reaſon or Reli- 
gion; then we are Baal's Prieſts, Lymbs of Antichrift, 
Wolves and- Foxes, Popiſh and Superſtitious : 
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Rhetorick ( in which they art the muſt - accomphyſhed 
Orators in \ World, ) but. bear up briskly: and require 


proof, or an acknowledgement by the. rules of Tuflice, you 
diſſolve their. Patience ; but all the Art of man ſtall neven © 
put them to a Bluſh, or produce the leaſt-regret fi all their. - 
Malice, FRancour, and\ Wncharitableneſs. It. hath pleaſed 


the men of this Forehead and Complexion to.howur the fol- 
lowing plain Sermoi with their ſcurrilous and reproachful 
Language ( the Diale& of the Saints ) for which 1 
return them my hearty thanks, for the greateſt obligation that 
they could. poſsibly Iay upon the meaneſt of the Sons of the 
Church of England : And I do hereby aſſure them, that 
if I did only ſludy Credit and Reputation, and 19 bring glory 
go my ſelf, theſe are the men I would cull out and Court, by 
whom to be contemned and vilified;, and upon the word of 
a Prielt,next to a good Conſcience ( which® admits no 
equal Pleaſure in this Life, ) if my holy Mother be concern- 
ed, the comumelies of ſuch as theſe are to me the greateſt 
delight - and ſatisfa&ion in the world : $0 little do I value 
the pedling Secarilts of the Nation, ( Thoſe Muſh- 
rooms of Chriſtianity, that ſo ſuddenly ſprang up in the 
late night of Confuſion )that I cannot conceive how the Church 
and State ſhould make any account of other intereſt in them, 
than a man makes of the Vermin that breed ont of bis 
excrementitious Sweat ; and the Cauſe muſt be honor able 
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EZ 26 To the Regular Sons, &c. 

T that ſnch men perſecute. And now ( my Reverend and 
Dear Brethren ) I preſent you with my Arraipnment 
of the Thieves in God's Houſe, for Robbers are to be 
ryed (mot by Co-partners in the ſpoil and Theft, ) but by 


men of your Charafler (Good men and True ; ) by the L 
Known Laws of this Nation, and all other well-governed |. 


| Kingdoms, and Societies: And I queſtion not but you 
will approve the Sentence of Condemnation, and the 
Charge delivered againſt them, which is here preſented 


without Addition, Diminution, or Alteration, by | 
a 


The unworthieſt of the Admirers 
Kenne Devon. of the Doftrine, Devotion, and 


I.6 7 2. Diſcipline of the. Church of 
E NG L A N D. 


William Gomlde, 
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Matth. 21. 13. 


Its Written, My Houſe ſhall be called a 
Houſe of Prayer, but ye. have map uy 
a Den of Thieves, 2g 


JRayer is the firſt thing wherewith a Rig febus 
Life begins, and the laſt wherewth i” Eds, 
The Souls Ambeſſador with God, thezfend 
of Angels upward, the Dzalogue betwixt- line! 5 
earth. But of al Prayer, — hewmotrpawer- 
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ful and excellent, *Auly 5 wepgevyn pn iyuon Tis cups 
rvtn tragpteien. worul avi { 35: the great Hooker - 
rom S; _ to my wengen2 9: be not” (elf. unleſs 

Animated by a conſort of Voices, when the Chir ch like | 
the Sea with its beating waves Reſounds with Reſpou- 
ſesz the great God is highly pleaſed with ſo holy a | 

force, ſo Religiouſly importunate a Violence : The | 
Hoxfe of Prayer 1s a Court beautified with the preſence 


| of the Czleſtial powers, here ſounding forth our hety * | 

oF _ Hymns, we have the Angels .intermix'd as out Aſſoct- | 
hb ates, the Bleſſed above further our Requeſts; and we ; 
= even Beftege and Storm Heaven with our common and ; 
E united Devotions. The reaſon of this prevalence of 


of Publick prayer, Jo. Calvir tells us in the 29 Se@. 

of the 20 Chaps. of the 39 of his Inſtitutes, Precipuane 

enltus ſui partems orationem docuit, preſertin ubi Tem- 

pluns voeavit Domun orationis, &c.; Prayer is the moſt 
.-ptincipal part of Gods Worſhip and Service, it gives 
- deriornination to Gods houſe 3 Ay houſe ſhall be called a 
EE bouſe of Prayer, as our Saviour quotes it from the Pro- 
- phet Eſay in the Text. : 
E- The words preſent us with three parts. 1. Gods wor- 
ſhip, Prayer. 2. The Place, Gedr houſe. 3. The Abuſe, 
But ye have made jt 4 Dex of Thieves. And. here I ſhall 
firſt Arraign the Thieves : ſecondly,with Scriptumeſt it is 
"3 written, according to the Pattern here uſed by our Sa- 

; viour,F ſhall caſt them out of Gods houſe 3 and thirdly, 

Vindicating God's. hoaſe,. and the Duty of my; Text, 
apply all to: our ſelves. 


a" 


©. I. The moſt eminent Thief in God's houſe | of be 
yp ayer isthe common bearer 3 ſuch -I mean as place” all | 
x" Reli- 
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Religion in their Ears, and ſeldom or never bear their 
parts at the publick Service: 1f al be one Member where 

2s the Body ? 'tis S. Paul's own queſtion, 1 Cor. 12. 19. 
And 'tis applicable to thefe Pulpit-1dolaters 5 But 8610- 
mor tells us there is a time for all things, and then cer- 
tainly there is a time for two things, Prayerand Hear- 
ing of Sermons: But fuppole there be not time for 
both theſe Duties in the Church, which: may beſt be 
ſpared of the two is then the queſtion, and the caſe 
of Conſcience? the Prayers areto God,the Sermons to #3 
the Prayers for God's Glory, the Sermons for our Pro- 
ft: the Prayer God's worſhip, the other at the higheſt 
but Medinm Cults : Now if the Glory of God and the 
title given by Chriſt 4 houſe of Prayer (the gentile Q- 
ratory toa being here vindicated as Mr. Mede accurately 
proves) will not turn the Scales, there is a fault in the 
Beam, and we are neither fit Ca/#i/ts for: our ſelves or 
others3 if the glory of God'whnch is the chief End .of 
man be moſt eminently advanced by Prayer: and Praiſe, 
which no man can deny that reads the Scriptures! and 
confiders the conſtant employment of the glorified 
Saints. If Prayerbe put in Scripture for all God's: wor» 
ſhip and Service, according'to Jo. Caluir's own Com- 
ment, who is with ſome of greater Authority than all 
the Fathers upon P/2/ze 14.4. and alſo upon Gerefbs 4: 

26. where John comes in as before, and1s ſeconded by 

the Chaideeparaphrafe,by Clarivs Druſiue,and others of _ 
worth andeminence; all this ſuppoſed /which'is evident; 
to'all-Ratjonal perſons, what can any man in-hisright 
wits think of our New-$4imts and the New Modeof God» 
lineſs? We have a ſort of Men who call themſelves 
Saints, demanding what they ſhall do at the Church 
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whereis nothing but Prayers, that.is in-words at-length, 
there is nothing but \Praifing and Honouring God in-his 
Houſe, . and ſhall we aſſemble ' for nothing elſe but to 
Glorifie ( the employment of Angels, ) the Author. of 
of all our Bleflings 3 what a Ridiculows Religion is this, 
that' hath,:the- Impudence to: :pretend: to Conſcience, 
where Prayer and Praiſe can make Reexſarts. If this be 
the power:and purity of their Religion and Godlineſs, 
T bleſs God I envy themnot1n theleaſt ; this vew Relzgion 
void of the old Devotion ſhall never inherit eternal hap- 
pineſs: How can God be well Worſhipped, where the 
publick Worſhip & Prayers of his Houſe are contemned 
and neglefted, Prayerbeing the Service by which God is 
moſt Glorified > And:therefore every ones obſervation 
and experience confutes the Ser-mor-Worſhippers : For 
ſince hearing Monopoliz'd af Divine Service, what 
preaching hath gained Devotion hath loſt,. and the pra- 
duGt hath been Homines multe Religionis, Nullins pane 
pietatir, very much Religionand very little Gadlineſs: 
But this is not the chiefeſt thing, wherein ah i 
juſtly chargeable upon:the Pelp3t-7dolater 3, they haye 
eclipſed,. diſparaged, and taken away. the. Glory, 'of 
God's word in:the Holy Scriptures, and given; 1t to 
the -Pulpit-diſcourſe; advanced our Cqprmerts - above 
the - holy Ghoſt, the Miniſter above his Maker, Mars 
above the $pirit. of Grace as if there were. no other 
End:of penning the Scriptures;but to furniſh the Preach- 
er with a Text 3-which1s:the'ſame or-a like;Swperſtitiows 
conceit with that of the Fewiſh Rabbins, plus eſt in wer- 
bis Scribarum quam in verbis Legis, the Law of Moſes 
was bencath the:Comments of the ;Expolitors. : This 
iS. a. 'Rebbery . unpardonable in- the Houſe aq 
Y or 


”” . 


_ a 


of St, Peter in Exon. 


for h»mane Inventions to perk up intoithe Tribunal. of 
Gods Scripture-word, and fit-in a higher-Throne: than 
the Oracles of the Living God. 616 0441 
If the Romaniſt be obnoxious to onr. Cenſare; as 
deſervedly he is,: for. Ranking. the traditions of men 
with the word of .God writtenz what an 1-ſolent Rob- 
bery is this, to make God's word ſtoop'to our Humane 
Deſcants, and to exalt Duſt and Alhes above the Spirit 
of all Holineſs and PerfeGtions? Are not theſe men ab; 
ſolutely diſtracted, who deny atiy Relative holineſs to 
our Chriſtian Churches, and yet they attribute to-the 
Pulpit, a ſmall part of God's Houſe, an Efſertial Inhe- 
rent holineſs 5 a holineſs fo great, that with them it ſan- 
fifieth the holy Scriptures, for it is then only God's 
Word by way of Eminence, when paraphraz'd and ex- 
plain'd by the Preacher in his Sermons3 and when their 
ſweaty Preachers are filenced, the Goſpel they cry out is 
preſently loſt,' which toa ſober man muſt needs appear 
Barbaroully ridiculous. | 
How do thoſe men cry out of the Superſtition of Zow- 
ing towards the Eaſt, or Kneeling at the Euchariſt, for 
fear. of Adoration of the Elements; and: yet at the 
ſame time they worſhip the Pulpit, and if you Robthem 
of this [dolatry of theirs, they are utterly loſt, having 
little or nothing elſe to denominate them Chriſtian Pro- 
. fefſors. T have often admired at theſe. Thieves in God's 
Houſe in ſome -caſes they will- ſcarce let- you + pick 
upa Straw or movea Ruſh without a FText,they require 
every minute: poſture and circumſtantials of worſhip-ta 
| be proved from the Scriptures, and yetat the ſametime 
advance .the Sermon :above: the: Scripture,: far which 
they, pretend iſo great a Reverence 3: for 'evwty. thing 
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they. 'vequire a Text, and yet the P it with them ls 


y 


- 


advanced! above the Holy Ghoſt. Thele men muſt think 
it an attainment above others to be beſides themſelves, 
or they could not appear fo apparently ridiculous : St. 
Chryſoftome was the moſt popular and plaufible Preacher 
of his age, it grew into a Proverb, Better the Sun did 
ot ſhine than Chryſoſtome wot pregch ; yet itgrieved 


| his devout pious Sou], to. obſerve the People throng 


more to his Sermon than to the pure Word of God 
without mixtures,read at Divine Servicez and the holy 
man ſeverely expoſtulates the reaſon with his Auditors, 
and tells them that this Pulpit-preaching had for its ori- 
ginal ( in ſome reſpett ) the daintineſs of men,the #ord 
of God read in the Church being ſufficient to Salvation, 
in the third Homily on the ſecond Epiſile to the Theſa- 
lonians, awo 11; nucheas pabuuias aulh 1 peice yiyore 
$i 1 Y» ounces Xpats a7-&y le Sepn x cubeala WAaEK THI 
Seas VERPU——— All things are laid down that 
are neceſſary in the ſacred Scriptures, but becauſe you 
hear with pleaſure, this makes you require the Pulpit- 
diſcourſe: And by the way,canany Religious man avoid 
being concerned with St. Chryſoſtome, that God's moſt 
perfet Law ſhould be debaſed below our imperfe& 
Comments, and that Sermons ſhould be fo abuſed as to 
pull down, which were intended to advance, the' ex- 
celtency and Glory of the Sacred Oracles: In oppofiti- 
onto thefe Thieves in God's houfe; who ſeek to Rob 
him of his worfbip,” Prayer, and of his Word, the $orip- 
eres. It was an high aCt of Prudence in the ancient 


Church, to diftinguift: carefully between God's Word 


and;Mens Sermoun,aadt not to:permit the Pulpit to Claſh 
with, much-lets to fwallow-up the Desk5 but they were 
73 very 
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very curious m making the Serwor ſtrike ſail to the Ser- 
vice. and veil to the Scriptures 3 the Primitive planters 
never ſuffered their Sermons tocurtail, or be prejudicial 
to the Service, or the reading af the Scriptures, but 
they all walked in the Houſe of God as friends 3 as Juſtin 
Martyr ob(erves, ia the ſecondof his 4polagie, when the 
Reader had done, then and not before the Preacher cx- 
horts : which farther appears, by the time that the 
Sermons came in, to wit after the Fpiſilhes and Goſpels, 
and therefore anciently call d Poſtils, 1conjeture{and 
am not fimple in that opinion ) quaſipoſt illes, becaule 
they ſucceeded the reading of the Scripture, and di- 
vine Service, and fo neither were prejudicial to the 
Scriptures, nor thruſt out the folema worſhip. of the 
Church. — Beſides, in the Primitive'times Men did 
not call Sermons God's word, ( as ſome now do by way 
of Eminence _) but uſed terms of Diminution to deno- 
minate them by, to keep up the Glery of Geds pure 
Word in the Sacred Oracles : — They called their 8er- 
#0ns not the Word of God, but either How3lzes, or Al- 
locutions, or Diſputations, or Treatiſes, io they were 
generally called by the Latin Fathers 3. the Scriptures 
they {till caled the Word of God. the. Trwth,: but the 
Diſcourſes of the beſt Pulpit-Trattators obaoxious to | 
Errors. Thus Poſſideniws 1n the life of St. Auftiz, and 
1 St. Auſtin himſelf calls all his Sermons ##aFatws T reati- 
| ſes, and all this was done to keep up the Glory of Gods 
| Scripture-word above all humane mixtures or Ingredi- 
eats5 Iwiſh we did imitate their piety and prudence. 
Let men ſet what value they will upon Sermorr,.the 
greater value they ſet upon them, I judge them the 
better Chriſtians, provided always they. du-not exalt 
them 
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them to the prejudice of God's word and worſhip,'the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Publick' Devotions; for letthem 
conlider, that to diminiſh the authority :of the Scrip- 


- tures, ſo as to proſtrate it beneath the words of the 


Preacher or a Pulpit-diſcourſe, is allied to Blaſþhemy 
as well as to __ and Sacriledge; and 'tis no little ap- 
proach to the ſame fin by this praftice* to juſtle out 
Prayer, the chief way of glorifying God, and inScrip- 
ture put for the ſum total of Divine Service. 

Thus the common Sermor-worſhipper, the Pulpit-Ido- 
later is'the moſt eminent Thief in the Houſe of Prayer. 


"TT. A Second Thief in God's Houſe of Prayer is he, 
that keeps back his heart,when he preſents his body there 
to his Maker and Redeemer 3 My Sor: give me thy heart, 
Prov. 23. 26. Religion requires the flower and vigour 
of the Spirit, the ſtrength and finews of . the ſoul, the 
top and prime of the Aﬀections 3 It 1s 'no empty wiſh, 
no languiſhing endeavour, no ſtill-born paſſion, or a- 
bortive Reſolution, but a zealous and fincereprofeifion 3 
Give me thy heart, ſaith Divine Wiſdom, ( not thy 'Ear 
alone : ) Religion hath other duties beſides hearing a 
Sermon; thy Heart not thy Tongue only, ('Religion is 
ſomewhat elſe beſides talking and canting,) thy heartnot 
thy. head only,” (Religion is riot merely 4 ſpeculative 10- 
tion ) give methy heart not appearances only, ( Religion 
isſomewhat elfe belides Formalrty) the heart,thewhole 
heart, 'the Underſtanding,” WiHll,;and Afﬀed@ions, 'with- 
out:which no Service: performed is a acceptable Sacr:- 
fice : What though thou canſtnot bring ſuch coſtly Pre- 
fearsas others, thou'canſt not offer up Hecatombs,- thou 
haſt no' Gold or Jewels, Silk or Purple for the Taber- 
pe: nacle, 


of St. Peter in Exon... 


tacle, thou canſt not bring Cedars to the Temple, thou 
canſt not carve or poliſh, yet a few. 8ighs from' a'bro- 
ker heart are a pleaſing Sacrificez and to' deny this to 
the Almighty is always Theft and Sacriledge, but more 
eſpecially fo, when we preſent our ſelves at his Altar 
in the ſolemn Aſſembly of his Saints and Servants >| Let 
then-the Church recover its axcient title a Houſe of 
Prayer, and when we repeat, WE PRAISE THEE 
0 GOP, TO THEE ALL ANGELS CRT 
AL 0'UD, let us perform it even as an Angel would : 
MY SOUL DOTH MAGNIFIE THE LORD 
ſhould be always ſung as ſaid, with the holy fervor of 
the pure Virgin Saint that ſpake it, and our GLOAT 
BE TO THE FATHER, SON AND HOLT 
G HOST as devoutly uſed, as an enflamed Cherubim 
would repeat it 3(it being no other than the Language 
of Heaven and Earth): that ſo God's #ame may be hal- 
lowed by us, and his Will done as by the (bleſſed above, 
according to the Prayer of the glorious Saviour of the 
world > when we come into God's houſe, let us be zea- 
toufly devout in our Addrefles, fervent and earneſt, not 
merely play devotion, and a&F Godlineſs, not only repre- 
ſenting the Pieties of the Church of England in a Co- 
medy, affronting God inſtead of Homage, and bring- 
ing vengeance upon our own heads,and theithree King- 
oms. | 

Let us bring our Soxls with our bodzes to God's houſe 
and Service, God's ſervice as to the matter; as to the: 
authority by which it is eſtabliſhed in God's houſe, and 
we ſhall pray by the Spirit, above all the :v#zm-gloriows 
Pretenders who deceive others, and pride themſelves, 
in their occaſional enlargements: Our want of En 
make 


& 5 " 4» >. be Fo 
” Q & 8 > +6 a 93 - 
SIS" 097 I £45 0 et, "& IDs" "I 
ths Cos, 5 Ke 6h. bo GEE”: 
ER ot ns EY a EO 
6-3 - - S < FS gs £ 


Ps m1 xp "> $3 
mw” = 
v ” > 
C £43 
%, 
« oy 
" Wes 
£ 4 
- 


& 4 , —_ 5 os ona. IS «_- ae = "TR ber SE VE Te” FC —- Fl th, TE Ry LA, Rp" ON 5 FEY IS ID IT ANY en 
_—_ Dee ies Hr \ , FOILS: « 6 eee Foie : zZ 
ECB EE one Gene cnn a Vu; te $n- ; . : x g y 
8 % _ "% & an ” 
; . 3 Wt 1 . Y » 
1 ? 


make a'more formidable objetion againſt our common. 
Devotions'than was ever offered by its keeneſt adverſa- 
ries3_ and if we are not a ſort of. Incarnate Seraphins in. 
God's houſe, at ſuch a ſervice which ſpeaks God's Spirit 
eminently preſent with the zealous Martyr'd Compoſers, 
we are barbarousThieves,andungratefully Sactilegious. 
Nothing but the-co/dneff of the Votary catthinder the 
b:ft effe®s of loPrimitively Grave, folemn Devotions, 
asthe Church our Mother hath provided for God's 
houſe : Imitate we the holy Feſws, in praying earneſtly 
in the ſame holy word, infinite will the advantages be 
of this Service of obedience : Conſider I beſeech you. 
whatthis worſbipis, that requires the fervency- of your 
Souls, (the want of which {peaks youeminently Sacri- 
legious ) *'Tis that holy Service that procured fuch Mzra- 
cles of Mercy in 88. and at the intended Powder-plot, a 
Service in-time of War, Famine, and Peſtilence happily 
experimented; 'tisour Strevgth 'and:Beduty that renders. 
the Engliſh Charch amiable -above all the Reformed 5. 
is the Spiritual food preparedfor -us by the Angels that 
preſidedin the Church at the Reformation, who aſcen- 
ded to Heaven in-'the flames of Martyrdowe z there are 
David;and:the Elders,and Captains of thoufands, King, 
Lords and Commons, ( an Authority reſtored to us by. 
a 'heap'of Miracles }) which ſhould proſtrate every prt- 
vate Judgment, and makeall Paſſions, Opinions and In+ 
tereſts ſtoop before it : 'tis that Service which Kzng-kzl- 
ers and V/arpers of their Crowns and: Scepters only per-. 
ſecuted, and only the Dregs and Lees of the Nation,and: 
ſach as rais'd a ſtorm-to enrich themſelves with ſpoiles,. 
have contemned and vilifiedz 'tis that Worſhip wept for 
ih:ſecret, when the Churches were Garriſonsto keep _ 
| the- 


Pate. 


of St. Peter in Exon. . 


the Service and its favourites,when the Trumpet drowns 
ed our Organs, the abomination of defolation was: ſet 
up in the Holy places, and our ſorrows for Zyon fi- 
lenced all our melodies: 'Tis that Service which 
the Enemy,not able to decry by ratiozal arguments, im- 
pudently and irreligiouſly aſſaulted with Pikes and Ca- 
mons3-a Service which Martyrs died with in their Bo- 
ſomes, and reſtored by Miracles with our exil'd Monar- 
chy and Laws; and if all theſe Conſiderations will not 
prevail withus to Zeal and Alacrity in this Service ( now 
the doors of God's houſe are open to the regular piety 
of profeſſors _) what isthis but Sacriledge with a venge- 
ace, ſach a Theft and profanation, as =_ too jultly 
provoke God to ſhut the doors of his houſe againſt us, 
to reſcue himſelf and Service fromour ſcandalous Iade- 
votions and Irreverence,and put us under the ſame ora 
worfe interdic& than lay upon us during the late Anarchy 


and Confeffions: This is a ſecond Thief in God's houſe, © » fol 10m ; 


HI. He that deprives God of his body,and the worſhip 
ef it, is a Thief and a Robber in the houſe of God. 
There are a ſort of men in the world,who becauſe they 
muſt ſerve God in the Spirit, therefore. they 
will not ſerve God in their Bodies; becauſe they 
are called upon to have the Life and Power of Godli- 
neſs, therefore they abominate all external works as 
meer forms: But what vew Divinty isthis by which we 
ceaſe to be men, to become” Chriſtians 3 for while we 
plead holineſs for the denial of our Bedies, we do but 
put it tothe queſtion whether we have Reaſonable Souls : 
Forl beſeech you where lies the conſequence? God re» 
quires the Soul — thorefhr RSS 
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Soul ozh: they: may as well ſay. the Soul is the Prizcipal 
part of 'Man;therefore it is the whole Gompeſitum,which 
ts a convincing Argument no-. doubt to a. pretender of 
Reafon : Why do not theſe yew $47zts diein a humor, 
and lay afide the Body, becauſe the Soul ts the Life of 4 
Mar, as well as lay aſide the: Body in God worſhip, 
becauſe the Soul is the Life of Relzgion ? God did forbid 
the Jews. to bow down to any graven Image, Exod.. 20. 
which bodily adoration is a part of Divine worſhip; 
elſeit would not be forbidden to an Idol, becauſe God 
is a jealoz4 God; the:expreſs words. of the Second Com- 
mandment:3-ſo according' to the precept, bodily worſhip 
is unlawful to-begiven to. an 7dsl, and for this Reaſon 
becauſe it is due to the true God, whois a jealous Gad, 
and will not, cannot brook a Competitor in his worſhip 3 
Now. if you retain the Second- Commandment, , then 
God requires bodily worſhip, and 'tis Sacriledge tode- 
ny-it, for the $uperſiitzon lies not in giving my. body to 
my Creator, but to'a wrong obje&; andif you take a- 
way the Second Commandment, we muſt allow Image- 
worſhip, which will become lawful by renouncing that 
Precept, and ſo.we really run into Jdolatry while we 
only pretend to.avoidiit-. For as it 1s a perpetual pro- 
hibition, Thox ſhalt not bow down to an Image So it 1s 
a perpetual obligation, Thou ſhalt bow. domn to the God of 
Heaven 3 and as lang asthe corporal adoration of [Images 
remains forbidden, ſolong bodily adoration of the true 
Gods a-part of Divine worſhip,and our duty towards 
him. 
If God -donot at-all require the body.1n his Service, 
where lies the fin of Bowing to an Image ? For all men 
that underftand themſelves can inform us,that the Bowing 

Þ fo 
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10:4 wrong objed#, renders the ation culpable aud Superſti- 
tiows 5 1 delire therefore our holy Brethren'( as they love 
to be call'd ) to conſider, whether out of a cauſeleſs 
fear of Idols, by denying God corporal worſhip, they 
do.not commit Sacriledge ? And. let them: confider of 
an anlwer to be given to their Judge inthe day of Ven- 
geance : I will then-give God my heart ( lo far the old 
| and new Chriſtians are agreed } and I will give God 
| my knee, and all external demonſtrations of the Devo- 
tion of my Spirit: Lay aſide prejudice and pride, he: - 
mult be. marvellous quick {ighted' that can eſpie any 
Papery 1n this . Worſhipz we look for. thergloritying 
of the Body in the next Life, and-certainly a Reward 
T7 preſuppoſeth a work: 'Tis ſtrange to a ſober man in his 
right Senſes, that. the body which muſt hereafter be 
| joyned to the Soul to partake of its happineſs, ſhould 
not here 1n this Life joyn with the Soul in God's: Ser- 
| vice : Outward worſhip without the Inward is dead, 1 
grantitz but I ſay again the i#-ward is not complete 
without the outward worſhip : (even as for inſtance 
the glorification.of the Soul is not .conſummare till the 
body be re-united toit 5 {ach then as are ſcrupulous of 
this bodily Worſhip, T make them -one- reaſonable Re- 
queſt, that they will only demean themſelves in God's 
+ houſe as men that have Rational Souls; and | will engage 


ſ to.prove to.them that they, are to- worſhip God with | 
their bodies. w—_— 
f | For let them conſider, they -who derogate ſo much 


fromthe Bodily worſhip in the Service of the true God, 
do, while they call others 7dolaters for giving ſuch Wor- 
ſhip, make Idolatry a leſs fin than indeed it is; for is it 
not 1dolatry tocommunicate that honour. with the Crea- 
[ ture 
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ture which is due to theCreator alone? This noChriſtian 
denies — By how much then the worſhip of Geftureand 
Poſture is leſs due, when we do our Homage to the 
Creator ( the true God 3 ) by ſomuchis the finleſshey- 
nous, When the ſame is givento an Idol, or any wrong 
obje&, the leſs outward Worſhipis due to God,the leſs is 
the ſ# in giving it to an 7Zdol, So that we make little 
or nothing of the great ſin, of Bowing to an Idol, by 
denying God bodily Worſhip, which is therefore not to 
be given to an 7do/ becauſe the God of Heaven requires 
it as due ſolely to himſelf by the Second Command- 
: ment3 from which there is under the Goſpel no Refuge 
or eſcape, becauſe Chriſt hath declared that He cawe 
.0t to deſtroy the Law of Moſes bat to perfe@ it : But be- 
fides,our New $4ivts give God their Ears who deny him 
their bodies 3 Now the Earis either the whole body or 
a part of the body, they ſhould ſay the whole-body, be- 
-cauſe they place all Religion in the-Zar, but then they 
give bodily worſhip, and practiſe what they oppoſe or 
ſcruple at in the Service of God - But the Ear all grant 
to be « part of the Body 3 now what a Riddle is here, 
that God muſt be worſhipped with a part and not with 
the whole, with one Member and not with the Reſt ; 
-who can believe a thing ſo Ridiculous, that a man 
ſhould be ſent into the world only to prick up his Ears, 
and the reſt of the Members of the body to be exempt 
from God's Service 3 they may as well ſay that God 
-will be ſerved with a part not the whole Soul, as with 
the Underſtanding notthe Will, orwith the Will not 
the Aﬀections, for God hath no more ſaid I accept a 
fingle Member in lieu of onr Body, than of a ſingle facul- 
ty in lien of our whole Soxls + But God hath required us 
to 


to glorifie him with our Bodies, which takes in all the 
Members, and with onr Sonls, which includes all the Fa- 
cultiesz-anttheſe jJoyned together compleat the exhor- 
tation of the Royal Pſalmiſt, 0 Worſhip the Lord in the 
beauty of Holinef —- Was there not a ſolemn Worſhip 
required 'under the Law ? This no: manever denied-----I 
then-demand upon what account was that Service re- 
quired (you will ſay upon the account of Gods Crea- 
tion, Preſervation and Redemption) Well and good-— 
How comes God now under the Goſpel to loſe that 
Title? Where hath God, who is our Creator and Re- 
deemer ' under the New Teſtament, gives Duſt and 
Aſbes a diſpenſation to be inſolent in his Houſe and So- 
lemn Worſhip? 1f God did make 19,and not we our ſelves, 
be a Truth under the Goſpel, as well:as under Moſes, 
Davids Holy Invitatory taken up by our holy Church 
lays hold upon us, O COME LET US WORSHIP 
AND FALL DOWN, AND KNEEL BEFORE 
THE LORD OUR MAKER, Pſalm 95.5.' And 
hath not :Gbd Redeemed us too? and what follows.. 
therefore Glorifie God both in your Bodies and your Spirits 
which are Gods, 1 Gor. 6. laſt verſe. Doſt thou believe. 
that God made the body ? Dolt thou believe that God 
will be ſerved with what he made £ Doſt thou believe- 
God is not, will not be mocked ? If thou fuppoſeſt all 
this for Truth, I demand with what Impudence, upon 
what pretence- thou denieſt or ſcrupleſt at this hodily- 
Worſhip? By what Scripture inſtance, Primitive Saints 
practice doſt thou juſtifie theleaſt Irreverence at Gods 
publick Service 2 Art thou wiſer then- all thy forefa-- 
thers? All the. Saints of the Old and New Teſtament #- 
All ancient Churches? All Laws of Supetiors? I 2 
ce 
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thee thou Sacrilegiows wretch, the very Turks (ſhall con- 
demn thee in the day of Recompence, who is more 
Reverent* in his Moſque than thou in the Church, and 
hathmore Dewotzor for his Mahomet, than thou for the 
- eternal Jeſws-----Among the Tarks when the Eran or 
\High-Prieſt-begins Prayers,all the company follow him 
- when: he ſtands or kneels they dothelike, even imita- 
ting the very: Elevation and Depreſſion of his Voice; 
while ſome mens Deportment in ſome places is ſo in- 
_* tollerable, prophane, and deſperately notorious, 
2 that ſhould St. Payls Infidel come into many Churches 
—of our Land, he would be ſo far from falling down and 
worſhipping the Lord, that he muſt needs cry out and 
Report, God is not in this people of a Truth : ' But take 
we heed leſt by our contemning God's Preſence, by 
=lrreverence in his Houſe, we come to know that-God 
=was:indeed here by his departure hence, and a welaba;- 
rep» crledfey * be. uttered out of our Churches, as 
from the Temple of the Jews, Let #s depart hence, and 
#0 longer own the place abuſed by ſuch Sacrilegiows - Crea- 

' FRres. | : 


I V. A Fourth Thief is the bare pretender to Religi- 
on,. he.that aGts the Saints part zz, the more cloſely to 
a@ the Devil ont,of the Church. . Like the late Refor- 
mers, who fometimes mocked God with Thankſgivings, 
and: made Faſting and Prayer take their turns in 'carry- 
ing on the work, .when their helliſh practices 'and' our 
dear bought.experiences diſcovered them to the world, 
as Cheats, :and Impoſtors,and Subverters of all that was 
Sacred and Orthodox : A' pretended $4intin God's houſe, 
and. i Devil every where elfe,. ſhall receive the -#e1o- 
SE; '  CoTtesSv 
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' voreesv Nec — the greater damnation afligned to Hi- 
pocrites: Totizs injuſtitie nulla capitalior eſt, quant 
eornm qui ut maxime fallunt, id agunt ut virs bonz eſſe 
videantur ( Cicero de officiis ) of all injuſtice none is 
more worthy death and condemnation than the pretence 
of Piety to deceive our Neighbours: Thus a man may 
be a Cheat in the Shop, that looks as a Saint in the houſe 
of God 3 eſpecially if he deal with profane men of 


differing perſwaſions, for then the cheat is the ſame, 'as 


for the 1/raelites to ſpoile the Zgyptzans, and the holy 
Text is produced to gratifie his Hypocriſte and Cove- 
touſneſs? To ſigh at a Sermon, and Look demurely half 
an hour afterwards, and cheat the whole week beſides, 
oh 'tis an eminent demonſtration of Chriſtianity and ho- 
lineſs3 to make AKelizgioz no other than a Parder to vice, 
and make Pzety only on Zzgrze to give credit to ſordid 
deſigns,is the height of wickedneſs : An Abſolon isnever 
more wicked, and never more to be dreaded,than when 
he covers his d;/obedience with a fit of Devotion to pay 
his Vowes, 2 $4#4.6.6. And an Herod is tobe ſuſpeted, 
eſpecially when he pretends Adorations, Bring tze word 
again,that I may come and worſhip him alſo, Matt. 2.8. 
You have heard of an V/arper who faſted and pray- 


ed for the King, but the Spirit would not let him. keep 


his word with him. There are aſort of men who give 
their Earsand Elbows to God, and- look very: preciſely 
in God's houſe at a Sermon, and admire their-own $azzt- 
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quent Apoſtle was able to furniſh, Coretowe, boaſters, 
Proud, Blaſphemers, Diſobedient to Parents, Unthank- 
ful, Unholy, without Natural Aﬀe@ion, Truce-breakers, 
fa!ſe Accuſers, Incontinent, Fierce, Deſþiſers of thoſe that 
are Good, Traytors, Head), High-minded, Lovers of plea- 

ures more than Lovers of God, have a faſhion and a form 
of Godlineſs, 2 Tim. 3. trom the 2 to the 6 verſe. But 
ſuch Thieves as thele, who only put on the wack of 
Religion and the vizard of hohneſsin God's houſe, the 
more artificially to delude others, ſhall never taſte the 
true | qe Foy of ſound Chriſtian profeſſors. This is a 
fourth Thief in'God's houſe, that atts the Saint in the 
holy Oratories,and appears beautiful outward to de-. 
ceive his Neighbours. | 


V. AFifth Thief in the Houſe of God'is the /ong- 
winded, inſignificant Cant, that uſhers in_ the Pulpit- 
diſconrſe, for the performance of which the Liturgy is 
either curtailed or over-haſtily read, and by this means. 
vilified and contemned : This proje# ( however not in- 
tended by all ſuch as now uſe it ) was clearly the event 
and deſign-of our late Empiricks and Backs in Divini- 
ty, who prerended to a peculiar gift of Prayer, and 
praying by the Spirit : For if this be Praying by the $pi- 
rit, as It is arrogantly called in oppoſition ro our Pub- 
lick Service, what follows 1n the Logick of the vulgar 
Herd, who regard not Realon but noile and: Clamors, 
bur that the Common-Prayers of the Church are vain 
and (upertluous. 

This ſort of praying by the Spirit, ( as they call it ) 
hath prayed all into Confuſtons 5 It hath prayed off the 
head of Charles the Firſt, it hath prayed Peage and Truth 
0:44 


ou? of the Church, and the People out of their wits - 
This back-door was no ſooner opened to let in the Spi- 
Tit ( as it was called ) of Grace and Szpplications, but 
preſently the Spirit of ContradiFion and diſobedience 
was let looſe upon us, to the danger of all that was Sa- 
cred, and the rooting up of Religion and Government 
from the very foundations. . If it be ſaid that if this 
Liberty ſhould be for the future, ( as it hath been for- 
merly ) abuſed, that the 2z/carriage would be notori- 
ous, and there 1s power in our Governors to puniſh the 
Offenders3 Idefiretheſe objefors to conſider, this Li- 
berty having brought real diſadvantages, and the Uſe 
no profit to the Church, whether it be not more pious 
and prudent to prevent all occaſions of the miſchief it 
ſelt, than to give way only becauſe we are able to pu- 
niſh it. 

The Ancientsuſed only ſome ſhort wota pacis,, or be- 
nedictions of the people, and generally the Gemina 84+ 
lutatio, THE LORD BE WITH YOU, ard 
with thy Spirit replyed by the people, and ſothe Ser- 
mon began. Clem. Conſt. Lib.8. cap. 5. Optatas, Lib. 7. 
In the Mzlevitan Connſel, where St. Auſtin was preſent 
( as Micrologus teſtifies de authenticis orationibas ) It 
was by him and the 200 Fathers agreed ( Car. 12.) 
that no Prayers ſhould beuſed in publick, but ſach as 
were approved of by the Synod; and ſo alſo in the 
third Counſel of Carthage, where St. Auſtin was preſent : 
Likewiſe ( Ca#:23.) it was ſo decreed in the Primitive 
Church, the Presbyters were never permitted in the 
leaſt to uſe any but the Churches Prayers fo that this 
zew device is a novelty againſt the uſage of all former 
ages: andthat the Pulpit was never delign'd for a pcs 
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of Prayer, but of exhortation only,is ſtrenuouſly proved 
by Dr. Heylin in a brief diſcourſe againſt all oppoſers - 
(not that theſe men*$enerally have the gift of Prayer, 
as they vainly boaſt, ) for the moſt S$eraphick of them, 
who glory in their ſudden vein and fluences, do very 
frequently loſe themſelves, and that the people may 
not diſcover them to be cheats, they hll up the Chaſms 
with HU Ms and HAHS,which they call the groar- 
ings of the Spirit; or elſe they ſupply the breach with 
miſcrable Tautologies, and ridiculous Repetitions, 
and pious Non-ſenſe, ſufficient (as Charles the Martyr 
well obſerved Y to. convince any, but ſuch as glory in 
being Phariſees: Tam confident,that hadan Induſtrious 
man colle&ted the Blaſphemy and Impertinence, the 
Levity, Flatneſs and Rudeneſs of the Pulpit-Concep- 
tions in the late times, the Volume would haveequaliz'd 
the 8#ummes of Aquinas. 
| ; Beſides in the ſecond place, there is-variety enough 
' for ſubjeFs and occaſions in the ſeveral ſervices of the 
Church to entertain our Devotions; and our Letany 
alone is ſo comprehenſive in this kind, that compared 
with that one Branch of our holy Service, the Pulpit 
Prayer to anunbiaſt perſon will appear barbarouſly ri- 
diculous - But why dol ſpeak of the Letany? There is 
a Prayer about Forty words, at our Communion Service, 
that is comprehenſive above all the Prayers that were 
ever made in the Pulpit by theſe gifted undertakers 
Prevert us, O Lord, in all our doings. with thy moſt Gra-. 
ciows favour, and further us with thy continual help, 'is a 
Compendium of what 1s requiſite as to Prayer 3 That in 
all our works begun, continued and ended inthee, we may 
Glorifie thy holy Name,thereis the. Fen Commandments - 
an 
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and finally by thy Mercy obtain everlaſting Life through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, there's the Creed of the Apoſtles - 
Compare we this grave comprehenſive CoileCt, and its 
Brethren through the Common-prayer Book diſperſt, 
with flatneſs of thoſe lo»g-winded Pulpit-efſulions, Dagon- 
like it falls down before the Ark of God, and appears 
vain and empty in the holy Oratories, not fit to be ad- - 
mitted upon any pretence with ſo admirable a form of 
Divine-ſervice, as is ſet]ed here in this beſt of Reform- 
ed Churches 3 if the pretente be for a Prayer b:fore 
Sermon to beg a Bleſſing 1pon the Word ( not to men- 
tion many other parts of our Worſhip ) the, .Letary 
hath ſupplied it, that it zvay pleaſe thee to giuito all thy. 
people increaſe of Grace, to hear meekly thy Word, and Re- 
ceive it with pure affeFion , and bring forth' the fruits of 
the Spirit 3 after Sermon, Grant we beſeech thee Almighty 


God, that the words which we have heard with, &c. on- 


ly populus wilt decipi, Decipzatur,otherwile the Churches 
Prayers were ſufficient: Ts the pretence to raiſe up 
peoples Aﬀedctions to ftzr them up as the phraſe 182 why 
cannot this be done by the Churches Form, as well as 
that of a particular Prieſt, or newly conceived Prayeis.? 
David was a man after God's own heart, and his Soul 
panted for the Courts of the Lord, when the Service 
was not newly conceived, but conſtant Forms of Pray- 
er and Praiſe to entertain his Devotions : and let us con- 
ſider David's Lord and ours, from whom we have the 
name of Chriſtians, who never had more Ardent and 
[atenſe Aﬀections, than when he frequently prayed in 
the ſame holy words : Theſe are two inſtances without 
exception I hope, and backed with this great authori- 
ty 3 I humbly conceive that there is ſomewhat ratherto 
.' be 
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be kept down, ſomewhat within in theſe new ex to be 
ſubdued and mortified,and then[T dare ingage they (hall 
find affeCtions as well for the Deskas the Pulpit, for con- 
ſtant Forms as well asPrayers newly conceived : Let all pre- 
judice be ſet afide,let men be humble, modeſt and un- 
biaſt, and in the holy Churches ſolemn worſhip,C and 
without this Palpit-ſtirring up ) they ſhall find enough 
to exerciſe a ſound Faith, a ſincere Love, a ſubſtantial 
Devotion; or | here ingage my ſelf a Convert to the 
contrary praftice. Where men have no Devotion for 
ſo excellent a Service, the Pulpzt-prazer rather heightens 
their curioſity than enflames their Aﬀetions; for if my 
Afﬀe@ions be regular, (if I do not miſtake my irregu- 
lar luſts for ſound Afﬀections ) the Churches Prayers have 
infinite advantages ahove thoſe of a particular Prieſt 3 
for theſe have many Orthodox D7vizes and Glorious 
Martyrs their Compoſers, theſe have' authority, and are 
the National Service: Now with Solomon, Two 1s bet- 
ter than one; and there is moſt ſafety in a multitude of 
Counſellors 3 and ours 1s the Service of obedience, 
which crowns every Sacrifice: and I appeal to all that 
have not renounced all Reaſon and Religion, whether 
theſe are not ſufficient Motives to raiſe mens affeRions 
to our legally eſtabliſhed Service,” and whether it be 
not miſtaken for ſomething elſe than what theſe men 
call Aﬀections, who are ſtirred up in the Palpit alone, 
and have no zeal for our publick Devotions. But be- 
fides, there are two ways to move the AfﬀeGtions - One 
by the Serces and Tmaginationz fo ſome people are 
mightily affefted with 2 /amentable look, and a puling 
Tone : doubtleſs there is great vertue in the fellow- 
feeling Tone and Emphaſis to raiſe the affections. But 
there 


there is a better to move the Aﬀettions by the Reaſon 
andthe Judgment, when the 24izd truly and Rationally 
convinced draws and inclines the Afﬀe@jons to its (ide 3 
now the firſt is inſignificant, but this ſecond is the ſtir- 
ring up of the Afﬀections indeed; and here I will in- 
gage for the preeminence of the Churches Devotions 
above this novelty of the Palpit : But ſome will lay 
what doth this concern 4 popular Auditory? I anſwer 
much every way; chiefly becauſe in Cities and Cor- 
porations where the holy man of God lives upon Bene- 
volence, either Caxt or Staryve, humour us or periſh, 1s 
the propolition of the Auditors 3 no creature comforts 
without ſpiritual gifts, no. free Contributions without 
voluntary effuſions. Whether God hear this long-wind- 
ed Cant 1s not the enquiry, they afe ſure the People do,. 
and that is the 7do/ to which too many are conſtrained to» 
Sacrifice, eating up the Peoples fin, and making it their 
Meat. Drink and Maintenance ; but the feet of thoſe I 
could even kiſs, that contemn in difficult caſes a com- 
pliance prejudicial to the Church,and ſhall daily pray that 
there may be found out fume way or other tor the en- 
couragement of our Clergie in Corporations, that they 
may not lie under a perpetual temptation of ſetting ap 
private Conceptions again{t pablick Prayers : for the Peo- 
ples Comment, and the Tickets put up to beg ( not the 
Churches ) but the Palpit-prayers,do ſpeak it a down right 
oppoſition to the Churches Service in the Sacred Ora-- 
tories : But oh the Applauſe of the Rabble is a great in- 
gredtent in this practice, this ſpeaks us powerful aex and 
Soul- ſearching Mimifters, this produceth the Ah-mees, 
the Sighs and Groans of the holy Siſters; this makes ir 
no {in in our $he-Sairts, who goilip in Scripture phraſe, 
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to ſteal from their unconverted husbands to give tv 
the Pure teacher of Souls. And thus between Prie 
an people the Church is Rob'd of its Obedience, God's 
houſe of the Devotion that was formerly wont to accom- 
pany our holy Service, by the addition of an Azery 
Cant of words and phraſes, by which the Prieſ# feeds 
himſelf C while he robs the Church and deludes the Hear- 
ers.) Really when I conſider with my ſelf this holy 
Theft, this pia fraxs, a kind of Sacred Juggle between 
Prieſt and people to the prejudice of the Church ; I can 
ſcarce pronounce otherwiſe of ſuch Congregations, than 
the Philoſopher did of Markets 3 that they were Places 
where people met together tobe cozen'd themſelves,and 
to deceive others : This 1s anotherThief in God's houſe 3 
againſt the Firſt, 1t 1s written, 22y Houſe ſhall be called 
a Houſe of Prayer againſt the Second, My Sor give me 
thy heart, Prov. 23. 26. againſt the Third, the Second 
Commandment 3 againſt the Fourth, 1o unto you Hypo- 
crites, Matth. 23. againſt the laſt, Glorifie God with one 
heart and oue mouth, Rom.15.6. Speak all the ſame thing, 
1 Cor.1.10. which 1s done chiefly (I fay, not ſolely) by 
the uniform order of Divine Servicez and ſo much of 
the Thieves. 
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I ſhall next vindicate briefly Gods Houfe with ap- 
plication to our ſelves. | 

St. © hryfoſtoms 1n his 36 Homily on the Firſt tothe 
Corinth. urgeth an awſul behaviour in God's: Houſe 
from the Angelical preſence, Toro: Aryyiro!, &c. The 
Place of 4r:gelr, the plice of . Archangels, ths Palace of 
Go4.3 and inhis 15 Howily on the Epiltle tothe Hebrews, 
againſt 
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againſt thoſe that laughed in the Churchz #he Angel - Pl 
here attend, and the Place is filled with incorporeal Pow- L 
ers 3 and fo alſo in the Second Homily on the AGs 
of the Apoſtles, in his Sixth Book de. Sacerdetio, 
in his Third Homily de Incomprehenſibili Dei Natur ; 4 
and his Firſt Hom. de wverbis TIſaye3 and fo St. 4m- +2 
broſe on the Firſt of S. Lukez and Tertul/zar de Ora- f 
tiove : and this is intimated to us by St. Paxl, 1 Cor. 
IT. 10. when treating of a decent accommodation 
to be obſerved in the Church Aſſemblies, and in par- 
ticular of Womens being covered. in the Church 
he enforceth it from this preſence of the Angels, 
C becauſe f the Angels) namely, which are there 
* preſent: for otherwiſe the reaſon holds not why 
| ſhe ſhould more be covered. in the place of Prayer 
than elſewhere, unlefs the Angels were more there 
than' elſewhere: This place hath troubled —_ 
tors, but ſee what it is to admit of a Truth, for 
thus Conſtrued, there 1s no difficulty in the Text. 
And this is the Interpretation of thoſe eminent 
Criticks, Clarizs, Chameron and Grotizs upon 
the placez and of this judgment is Pare? alſo, 
who obſerves from Calvir, (and ſo we have his 
Judgment allo  ) Amrgelorume Nomen abſolute poſituns, 
| runquan pori niſt proprie > See allo the Learned 
. Dr. Hammond upon the place - - If any ſhall now 
ſay, whatſoever was in the: Apoſtolical and Pri- 
mitive times, they will not now believe any ſuch 
Angelical Preſence in our Churches, I muſt plainly 
tell them if it be ſo, it is becauſe of our Trreve- 
rent and Unſeemly behaviour ' in them ,, which 
makes 
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makes thofe' Bleſſed Spirits Joath our' Company 5 for 
although they. be. Zrvifible and 'Ivcorportal | Powers, 
yet- can they not look into our Hearts, that is God's 
Prerozatige - But they are witneſſes of our outward 
demeanour: and\adtions.,: and ff was a Caſe: of exter- 
wah decornn, wherein \the' Apoſtle. mentions ' their 
Preſence-1in the fore-quoted Text, becanſe of the 4n- 
gels, for the Angels love not to behold any Unde- 
cencies, and if we loſe them, we loſe the beſt mem- 
bers 'of the Church. . 'Tis certain God 1s more eſpe- 
ciajly' preſent ' in|. the publick Congregation than 
elſewhere, ' where two or three are gathered together 
in my Name, there am I more eſpecially in the midſt 
of them, Maith. 18. 20. {( And that is chiefly in the 
Congregation of his: Saints and Servants_) which 
Text, Mr. Gregory a learned -Critick tells us, was 
taken np by our Saviour, in imitation of the Son 
of Halaptha; where two or three are conferring 
about the Law, there the - Shechinah will be with 
them as if "Chriſt - bad ſaid, there: I will be by a 
more eſpecial exhibition of Grace and Bleſſings. The 
Church then is the place where God's honour dwels, 
F fay not more Efſeztial[y but more Graciouſly as the 
Bleſſed Maximw, the Grace of the Holy Spirit.though 
unſeen by ws, is yet Reſident 51 the holy Church : So 
the Apoſtolical form of Conlecration, as the ſame 
Critick quotes it from the: Metaphraſt, ey -7t- pleaſe 
thee O Lord, that thy moſt Holy Spirit may inhabit in 
this houſe, which we have built-in thy Name: It may 
be ſaid of all places, Deas hic eff, Gad is here, but- 
of ſome-places as Jacob of his Bethel, were Deas hic- 
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eſt, truly God is in this placez that is, Certizs. & 
Evidentizs by a more evident and cfieQual preſence - 
As then we exhort all men {to- pray and to worſhip 
God every where, ſo. we think no place ſo fit 
as the Church, 'nor any Exbhortation fitter than 
David's, O Worſbip the Lord in the Beauty of boli- 
eſs. The preſence of the holy. Spirit applying to 
the Place Conſecrate by 'a ſecret - and. Invilible 
kind of incubation, diſchargeth it of all thoſe black 
Incumbrances, that the Prince of the Air might 
obtrude upon it ,. and bringing it under the ſha- 
dow of the Almighty, exalts.1t to a Reverential 
ſtate of Holineſs: and Divinity, | with intermixing 
with that fpace and ſcite of ground, not. by groff. 
edherence but Emergetical Communion, induceth a; na- 
ture and condition apt to quicken and afſure De- 
votion, and ſo diſpoſeth the Ads done in the Church 
to more illuſtrious and infallible - effedts of Bleſſing 
and ſucceſs: and after all, to prevent a commer: 
objeFion againſt the Relative holinefs of Churches .un- 
der the Goſpel, the abuſes correfted by our Savi- 
our in my Text, were not within thoſe Septs of 
the Temple, ( called ſacred by the Jews) but in 
the Court of the Gentiles, where the uncircumciſed 
were admitted to Pray,as the words here cited by Chriſt 
out of Eſay intimate to us, wy Houſe ſhall be called 2 
Houſe of Prayer for all Nations, for {o the words run 
in: the Prophet whence our Saviour cites his 8crip- 
tum eſt, this outmoſt Court, ( or the. Court of the 
_ Gentiles ) the Jews made' no account of, but'as a 
common places But our Saviour proves .by Scrip- 
| E 2 | ture, 
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ture, that even this deſpiſed Gentile Oratory was a 
part of his Fathers houſe, #»y Houſe is a Houſe of 
Prayer fer all Nations 3 therefore the place of Prayer 
for all Nations is a part of my Fathers Houſe; if 
my Fathers houſe, then a Holy place, and not to 
be prophaned as it is by you, by being made a houſe of 
Merchandize, ( or in the Text Janguage ? ) a Der 
of Thieves. Such as defire an improvement of this 
obſervation may conſult Mr. eMede upon my Text, 
who Illuſtrates it admirably to the ſatisfaction of all 
unbiaſt and unprejudiced perſons. All that I ſhall 
infer 1s, that Barzs, and Stables, and creepivg Corners 
may not conteſt for prerogative- with our Churches 3 
and ſo I paſs to the Application of the Diſcourſe, 
which I ſhall confine to two only Uſes, Reproof and 
Exhortation. 


I. Reproof to the Contemners of God's houſe and 
Service; And this I ſhall not level particularly 
againſt a ſort of men, with dedalent hearts and 
ſeared Conſciences, that are. reſolved never to be 
friends with the Church - and its- Service, by the 
greateſt ſtrength of Reaſon and Arguments, who 1n 
other caſes ( as in Schifms and Fadtions ) take Cla- 
7our and Noiſe for Demonſtrations: But againſt ſuch 
who ſeemed to long for this worſhip, as David for 
the waters of Zethjeem, when it was exild God's 
houſe, and now it is reſtored ſnuff at Divine Service, 
and ſay what a wearineff is it? ' Heretofore, wher: 
ſhall we come and appear before God ? oh what zeal 
they pretended for the ſolemn worſhip and the houſe 
of. 
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of God, and now it is brought to us, caw fleep it 
out, ( as men over-laboured ) or Gaze and Whiſper 
as men unconcerned, inſtead of a real Devotion to- 
wards it 2 For men fo Droll. upon that worſhip, 
which when prohibited they ſeemed to Deifie5 what 
is it but a deſign to give Pofterity cauſe to imagine, 
that Religion had little ſhare in the late bleſſed and 
miraculous Reſtoration. What do: thele pretended ha- 
. nourers, (| but real Enemies of the Church and its 
worſhip ) but bring Chriſt a Scepter only to ſmite 
him on the head, and make a preface of Homage 
to give themſelves the ſport of the. 24ock ry at the 
Author of all our Bleſſings and Injoymenrts- And 
now who can refrain from the Apoſtrophe of Moſer, 
Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and un- 
wiſe £ Is this barbarous hypocriſie the requital that 
heaven Merits at your hands for the Reſtoration of 
the ſolemn Service? Hath God reſcued his houſe 
from the prophanation of its oper Enemies, for ſuch 
as call themſelves friends to be Thieves and Robbers? 
Have you ſo ſoon forgotten your Frtereſs in your 
advantages by this Service of obedience, as to for- 
bear the Humility and Reverence, Unanimity and 
Uniformity which becomes the houſe of God, and our 
Primitively pure Devotions * How will the fa&Tzous 
gidly Rabble lift up themſelves, when the reputed ſons 
of the Church by Indevotion and Irrevyerence, ſhall 
publiſh rather an 7difſerency and Lukewarmneſs, than 
a Real zeal, and Concern for God's Houſe and Service ? 
Oh for God's ſake, for Chriſt's ſake, - for your-own 
Soules ſake, make the Church the Scene of your Peni- 
Fence, 
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fexce, as it hath been of your faults; refle& upon all 
paſt o-23//ions, deprecate your former: Indevotion in 
God's houle and Service, by the ſtrong crying and 
tears, and by an exemplary Reverence, redreſs the ſcan- 
dal of all paſt prophaneneſs; which leads me to the 


IT. Uſe of Exhortation and Application of the Diſ- 
courſe, which I ſhall put a period to in a very few 
words: The Worſhipand the Place are with us hap- 
pily united, we have our Houſes of Prayer, and Prayers 
for the Houſe of God, and ſo an agreement with the 
Firſt part of the Textz But as for the latter ſuffer a 
word of Exhortation, Make #0t IT beſecch you the houſe 
of Prayer, by Indevotion or TIrreverence, a Den of Thieves, 
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THE END. 


